Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 MANILA 13904 101 131Z 

43 

ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 /056 W 

056059 

R 100736Z SEP 76 
FM AMEMBASSY MANILA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 97 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MANILA 13904 

3.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PINT, RP 

SUBJECT: MARCOS CREATES LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

1. AT CONCLUSIONOF LOYALTY DAY SPEECH AT CAMP AGUINALDO 

SEPT 10, PRESIDENT MARCOS ANNOUNCED HE WAS FORMING LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL (BATASAN NG BAY AN) TO BE COMPOSED OF MEMBERS OE HIS 
CABINET, THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF SANGGUNIANG BAYANS AND OTHERS HE MIGHT DESIGNATE. THE 
PRESIDENT SIGNED DECREE ESTABLISHING COUNCIL WHICH HE SAID 
WOULD SHARE IN HIS LEGISLATIVE POWERS. PRESIDENT MARCOS 
PREFACED ANNOUNCEMENT OE NEW BODY BY NOTING UPCOMING REFERENDUM 
AND NEED EOR INCREASED CITIZEN PARTICIPATION IN GOVERNMENT. 

2. COMMENT: PRESIDENT'S ANNOUNCEMENT CAME AT END OF UN- 
INSPIRING AND RAMBLING LOYALTY DAY ADDRESS. DESPITE 
MARCOS' PROTESTATION HE WISHES SHARE LEGISLATIVE POWER, 

BODY COMPOSED OE HIS OWN CABINET MEMBERS AND HAND-PICHED 
MEMBERS OF SANGGUNIANG BAY AN ASSOCIATION HARDLY QUALIFIES 
AS LEGISLATIVE BODY. MARCOS MADE SPECIAL POINT OF CALLING 
ATTENTION OF FOREIGNERS PRESENT (PRIMARILY DELEGATES TO 
CONFERENCE ON SURVIVAL OF HUMANKIND) TO CREATION OF NEW 
BODY WHICH SUGGESTS HE BELIEVES HIS ACTION MIGHT HAVE 
FAVORABLE EEFECT ON INTERNATIONAL PUBLIC OPINION. 
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